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Person Agree

Unselfish
Living
Later

Agree
Unselfish
Living
Now

Relationship of Cross,
Heavenly Sanctuary

i.e.
Atonement Theory

Reason Conversational
Approach

At the Fall
how much
was man
damaged?

Atheist (hedonistic) No No No atonement Experience is all! PROBLEM/solution No fall
Atheist (humanistic) Yes No No atonement Evolution PROBLEM/solution No fall
Agnostic/Secularist Yeah, sure Indifferent No atonement Um, what does saved or

lost mean again?
PROBLEM/solution Probably

was no fall
LDS (Mormon) Yes Yes Atonement completed at

Cross.  No HS
We need to become
worthy to be saved

PROBLEM/solution Slightly
damaged

Roman Catholic Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.  No HS

Unimportant, original sin,
through the church, yes

PROBLEM/solution Somewhat
damaged

Lutheran Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.  No HS

Impossible, bondage of
the will, total depravity

PROBLEM/solution Totally
depraved

Calvinist Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.  No HS

Unimportant, beside the
point, elect preordained

PROBLEM/solution Totally
depraved

Pentecostal Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.  No HS

Unnecessary, Jesus did
it all

PROBLEM/solution Severely
damaged

Evangelical Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.  No HS

Unnecessary, Jesus did
it all

PROBLEM/solution Severely
damaged

Mainstream
Seventh-day Adventist

Yes No Atonement completed at
the Cross.   A Heavenly
Sanctuary exists but is
irrelevant

Unnecessary, Jesus did
it all, I refuse to be legalist

PROBLEM/solution Severely
damaged

Seventh-day Adventist
(i.e., last-generation
aware)

Yes Yes Cross provides sacrifice to
make atonement with; the
final atonement did not
begin to be made until
1844, and is presently
underway

Heavenly sanctuary,
character perfection,
model God's Kingdom,
vindicate God's character

Listen! Severely
damaged

Three kinds of “No”: Impossible, Unimportant, Unnecessary                                  Fall Affects: None, Slightly, Somewhat, Severe, Totally depraved


